
      

   



 

A Short History of the Mike Coutu House  

Around 1945, the property Mater Dei Parish recently purchased from Mike Coutu was bought from Rosemary 
Hall’s grandparents, Thomas and Rose Rivard, by Roland and Jeannette Forcier who were Mike Coutu’s 
great aunt and uncle.  When the house was built, circa 1895, it was the last house on a dead-end street. When 
the cornerstone for the present St. Mary Star of the Sea Church was laid in 1904, the street was extended to go 
between the house and the church.  

St. Mary Star of the Sea was built by Fr. Antoine Clermont who was the pastor of St. Mary’s in the early 
1900’s. When Fr. Clermont retired in 1908, he asked permission to live in the rectory, a request which was de-
nied by Bishop Michaud. It is believed that the Bishop was unhappy because Fr. Clermont went over budget 
to build the church.  The result was that Fr. Clermont had no place to live. The Rivard family offered to add a 
room to their house for him to live in. The room, which faces west, still exists. It is called the Fr. Clermont 
room and it is believed that he died there.  

Mike Coutu has owned the property since 1991 when he purchased the house from his great aunt. Now that 
Mater Dei Parish owns the property, the house has come full circle from Fr. Clermont’s final home to belong 
to the parish he once served.  

Mater Dei Parish has completed the purchase of the Desrochers and Coutu properties. For those of you unfa-
miliar with the properties, the Coutu residence is the blue house beside St. Mary’s. Purchase of these proper-
ties will eliminate the problem of vehicles that are not related to our church traveling through the parking lot, 
sometimes at high rates of speed.  

Robert & Daniele Desrochers have generously offered 
to demolish the Mike Coutu house free of charge. The 
following items remaining in the house will be availa-
ble for sale:  

2011 Boderus oil furnace, circulators and oil tank , 
Plumbing, Electrical materials, Roofing, Vinyl re-
placement windows, Appliances, Kitchen Cabinets. 
 
You are invited to view these items on Friday, Sep-
tember 30th at 12:00 noon at the property. The dead-
line for all bids is 1:00 pm on October 7th. Bids should 
be delivered to Mater Dei Parish.   


