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In the year 1850, there were no records of Catholics in town, but as 600 immi-

grant Irish laborers were hired in 1853 to build the Grand Trunk Railroad from 

Portland, Maine through Island Pond to Montreal, Quebec, things began to 

change. Island Pond became a mission town served mostly by priests from 

Quebec. Until 1858, Mass was celebrated in the homes of the laborers in town. 

There were two churches built for the faithful before the present one. The first 

was in 1859 for approximately 60 families. A larger one was built in 1868 to ac-

commodate the growing population. This church could seat 500.  

 A new era began. The faithful were cared for by their own parish priests 

who served the people of Saint James left their mark on the physical and spir-

itual life of this community. Pastor Cleophas D. Trottier arrived in January of 

1886. On August 24, 1886, Five sisters of the Presentation of Mary arrived from 

St. Hyacinthe, Quebec and 203 students attended Saint Mary’s school the first 

year. St. Mary’s continued to provide Catholic Youth with an excellent educa-

tion for a further 83 years. Soon it was time to build another Church in 1898.  

 St. James Parish has now become part of a larger parish of Mater Dei . 

We are blessed to have our own church in our own town. We are cared for by 

dedicated Vocationist Fathers who make the journey from Newport to Island 

Pond to celebrate Holy Masses and administer the sacraments to us as we 

need them. Their willingness to help the faithful of this community maintain 

our spiritual lives in the church that we love so very much is deeply appreciat-

ed by all. 

Thanks to all Pastors, Priests and Benefactors who supported Saint James 

Church throughout 150 years. We love you and we thank you. 
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